
ages suffered by the victim are
great, we do whatever it will take to
try and prove the case, and recover
the maximum amount of money
damages. Some years ago, New
Jersey adopted a new law that
requires the filing of an Affidavit of
Merit. This requirement means we
must do our homework and find
out the basic facts before we even
file the case, because a qualified
expert needs to swear in the Affida-
vit that the case seems to be strong.

Recently, the Supreme Court had
the chance to be a little more
lenient on lawyers about the dates

ith the decline in the
country’s economy it is no
wonder that our courts

are often asked to decide cases
that demonstrate the times we live
in. We here at A&K do our best to
stay up to date on these opinions,
so that we can best serve you with
the best professional advice. Here
is a summary of some cases that
our courts have decided this past
year.

Clients often come to us for
help with Nursing Home, Hospital
or doctor negligence. These are
very difficult, time consuming and
expensive cases, but if the dam-

W
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Aronberg & Kouser Obtains
7-Figure Jury Verdict In
Premises Liability Case

the area where the client slipped
and fell. As a result of the fall, he
fractured his wrist and required 2
surgeries to repair it. Unfortunately,
despite several months of treatment
and 2 surgeries, he never regained
full use of his dominant hand.

The Defendant, property owner,
denied responsibility for the acci-
dent claiming, they “did all they had

fter 2 full trials and several
years of litigation, the law
firm of Aronberg & Kouser

successfully obtained a 7-figure
verdict from a jury in Burlington
County on August 2, 2010.

On December 12, 2005, a resi-
dent of an apartment complex
slipped and fell on ice in the
parking lot in the vicinity of his
parking space. There was no salt in

A

continued on page 3

ARONBERG &
KOUSER, P.A.
Attorneys At Law

News You Can Use: Recent
Cases That May Affect You

Free Consultation
No Recovery, No Fee



2ARONBERG & KOUSER NEWSLETTER

News You Can Use, continued from first page

when these affidavits must be
filed. The Court not only made
clear that they would not stretch
the time, but went further and
made clear that if lawyers do not
strictly follow these time limits,
the case will be subject to dis-
missal. Our clients can be as-
sured that we monitor these
requirements and protect our
clients and ourselves by diary
systems that catch these dates.
We invest heavily in the cases
that we accept and want to be
sure that your case and our
clients are on solid ground.

If you or your family have
ever rented a place at the Jersey
shore, you
might be
surprised
about
another
recent case.
A family with
an elderly
member
rented a
house from a broker who
handled these things for the
owner. After they had been at
the house for several days, the
older man opened a sliding glass
door from his bedroom to get out
on to the deck. No one had told
the family and it was never
mentioned in the written materi-
als that there was a large step
down from the bedroom to the
deck outside. Dad fell and was
seriously injured. The Court held
that even though the broker had
inspected and knew of the
problem, the broker had no
liability to the victim. This
decision is surprising because it
runs counter to the law as we
have understood it. We want our
clients to be safe and personally
inspect any rental properties and
call such problems to the atten-
tion of the owner and the bro-

Call (856) 429-1700 or
sign up on our website:
www.430lawoffice.com

If You Would Like
To Receive Our

Newsletter By Email

ker, we surely don’t want you
getting hurt on your hard earned
vacation. Call us before you sign
any lease, we will be happy to
help.

So, you decide to join a gym
to get in shape and you sign up
for a Spin Class, stationary bikes
that you ride with a class and
burn lots of calories. Well, you
can expect your gym to ask you
to sign a Waiver form, which
takes the gym completely off the
hook, even if you get hurt
because the handlebars fall off
while you are in the class! The
Court recently made such a
decision. The woman was

seriously
injured when
her feet stayed
in the pedals
and she was
thrown off the
bike and to the
floor. The gym,
which had the
bike for a long

time and was supposed to
maintain it, walked out of the
courtroom. We expect all gyms
and health clubs to read this
decision and put a Waiver in
front of you and your family as a
condition of joining. We would
be happy to review these docu-
ments for you before you sign
them....we sure hate to see you
or your loved ones damaged by
a bad piece of equipment and
left with no recourse. Call us
before you sign.

The law is always changing.
We take seriously our profes-
sional obligation to stay on top
of these changes and understand
how best to serve you, our
clients. Please feel free to call us
with your questions,
concerns...and of course, your
kind referrals. We appreciate
you and your trust.

Study Shows Serious
Risks of Texting

While Driving

S ending text messages is very
popular.  Some people think
sending or reading a text

message while driving a vehicle is
okay.  But a recent study shows
there are serious dangers of texting
while driving.

The
study was
done by
the Virginia
Tech
Transporta-
tion Insti-
tute.  It
found that
truckers
who text
while
driving are
2323232323 times more likely to get in a
crash or near-crash than a trucker
who isn’t distracted.  According to
the study, drivers typically take
their eyes off the road for four to
five seconds when texting.

This study is a reminder for all
drivers to never text while driving.
Not only is it very dangerous, in
many states it is illegal and punish-
able by severe penalties.

SAFETY MATTERS
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to do under the law.” The office
disagreed and filed a lawsuit
alleging that the property owner
was negligent and therefore
obligated to pay for the dam-
ages.

A trial was held in Burlington
County in April, 2010 and after 5
days, the jury was hung and the
Judge ordered a mistrial. A
second trial was held in
Burlington County in July, 2010.
Aronberg & Kouser’s trial
attorney, Daniel K. Snyder,
Esquire, called several witnesses
during the trial including the
Plaintiff and his wife. Mr. Snyder
also subpoenaed a former
employee of the Defendant,
Apartment Complex, who
admitted that there was no
salting done in the area where
the Plaintiff fell. Mr. Snyder also
had the Plaintiff’s treating

orthopedic surgeon testify about the
nature of the Plaintiff’s injuries and
the problems with his dominant
hand.

After several days of trial, the
Judge instructed the jury on the law
and they began deliberations.

During the deliberations, the
Defense maintained that they were
not responsible for the injury
because it was an accident. The
Defense would not make any offers
to settle the case. Again, Mr. Snyder
disagreed with the Defendant’s
position and felt that the Defendant
needed to pay for the damage.
Three hours later, the jury returned

and announced the verdict
wherein, they found the Defen-
dant 100% negligent and awarded
damages to the Plaintiff and his
wife in the amount of $1,123,000
plus interest.

The Plaintiff’s were thrilled
with the result and finally felt that
justice had been served. This
verdict was one of the largest
premises liability verdicts in
Burlington County history.

This case is a prime example
of our firm’s willingness to stand
and fight for our clients. “We will
go the distance for our clients to
get the best possible result.
Sometimes cases can be settled
without the necessity of trial.
However, when trial is necessary,
our team prepares accordingly
and utilizes all of our resources
to present a convincing case to a
judge and jury.”

Thank You

For Your Referrals

Thank You

For Your Referrals
Our firm receives many new
clients as a result of referrals
from clients and other friends
of our firm.  We would like to
thank everyone who refers
friends and family to our firm.
We appreciate the trust and
confidence you show in us by
making these referrals.

We welcome and continue to
encourage referrals, and we
will strive to provide top qual-
ity legal service to everyone
you refer.

Aronberg & Kouser, P.A.

Aronberg & Kouser Obtains 7-Figure Jury Verdict, continued from first page

This case is a prime example
of our firm's willingness to
stand and fight for our
clients.

Auto & Product Recalls
Here is a partial list of recently

recalled autos and consumer prod-
ucts. For more auto recalls, call 1-
800-424-9393.  For more product
recalls, call 1-800-638-2772.

1. Toyota Lexus (2006-2008).  Cer-
tain models have valve springs that
may break, causing engine failure.
For more information, call Lexus at

1-800-255-3987.

2. Subaru Outback
and Legacy
(2010-1011).  On
some vehicles, a
programming
error could
cause transmis-
sion problems,
which could
lead to the
vehicle losing

power.  For more information, call
Subaru at 1-800-782-2783.

3. Toyota Avalon (2000-2004). Certain
vehicles may have steering wheel
problems, causing an inability to steer
the vehicle.  For more information,
call Toyota at 1-800-331-4331.

4. Pottery Barn Kids drop-side cribs.
The drop-sides can detach when
hardware breaks, posing a danger
to the child.  For more information,
call Pottery Barn Kids at 1-877-804-
3847.

5. Portable “Goldstar” or “Comfort-
Aire” Dehumidifiers made by     LG
Electronics (certain models and
serial numbers). A power connector
can short circuit, posing fire haz-
ards. For more information, call LG
at 1-877-220-0479.
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IF AN
INJURY

OCCURS

IF AN
INJURY

OCCURS

No one expects to be in an

accident.  But if you are in one,

please call us to find out about

your rights.  We handle all

types of personal injury cases,

and we will fight to obtain the

maximum compensation for

your injuries and losses.

Thank you for letting us

serve your legal needs.

ARONBERG & KOUSER, P.A.

PERSONAL INJURY MATTERS
Auto Accidents • Slip and Falls

Product Injuries • Work Injuries
Nursing Home Abuse

Malpractice

OTHER LEGAL MATTERS
Social Security • DWI/DUI

Criminal Matters • Family Law
Wills/Living Wills • Real Estate
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ings (called “guardianship” proceed-
ings in some states) if you become
incapacitated.

• A power of attorney. This lets
you appoint someone to handle
your financial affairs. It authorizes
them to sign documents as if they
were you.  A usual power of attor-
ney expires if you become incompe-
tent. But that could be when you
need it most.  So another form, a
“durable” power of attorney, stays
valid until you die, as long as you

do not revoke it.
     If you want a
power of attorney
to take effect only
when you are
unable to act, you
can grant a
“springing”
durable power of

attorney.  It takes effect in situations
you specify, such as if your doctor
and a trusted family member agree
that you are incapacitated.

• A health care power of attorney.
This lets you appoint someone to
make your medical decisions if you
cannot make them yourself.  The
decisions can cover a variety of
medical matters.

• A living will.  This document lets
you specify the types of life prolong-

ing treatment you want — or do not
want — if you become terminally ill.
It’s called a living will because it
takes effect while you are still alive.

Estate planning involves arrang-
ing your affairs to be handled by the
people you want when you become
unable to handle them due to
illness, incapacity or death.  It
involves thinking about the future
and having the right documents to
help make sure your wishes are
carried out.  We can help you
prepare a plan for managing your
property while you are alive, and
make sure you have all the needed
documents to manage your estate
when the time comes.

Important Estate Planning
Documents You Should Have

Courtesy Discounts
For Our Clients

Aronberg & Kouser, P.A.
offers discounts on standard
Will Packages for our clients.

Call us today for details.

lanning your estate offers
many benefits, including
making sure your property

goes where you want, saving taxes,
saving money for your heirs, letting
your estate be transferred faster, and
helping you plan if you become
disabled.   Certain tools are part of
most estate plans.  They include:

• A will.  Wills are used to say who
you want to receive your property
when you die. But wills can do
other things as well.  A will can say
who you want to
be in charge of
distributing your
property (your
“executor”).  It can
also say who you
want to serve as
guardian for your
children if you and
your spouse die while they are
minors.

• A living trust.   This can help
avoid probate, the court procedure
of administering your will.

Trusts are legal devices that let
someone stop being the “owner” of
property but still control it.  They
help avoid probate because they let
property be transferred without
going through this process. Trusts
can also help lower estate taxes and
help avoid conservatorship proceed-

P


