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Obtaining Social Security
Disability Benefits

Raising or Lowering Child and
Spousal Support

If the parties cannot agree on a
change, either can ask a court to
order it. Courts usually modify child
support only if there has been a
significant change in circumstances.

Although laws for modifying
child support vary between states,
several situations usually support a
request to change the amount of
child support.  These include:
• The party paying support is out of
work or earns less money than
when the support order was made.

fter a divorce, the parties
may want to change the
amount of child support

and/or spousal support.  This may
be due to losing a job, large medi-
cal bills or other change in financial
circumstances.  Here are some legal
rules for making changes.

Child Support

Both parents may agree to
change the amount of child support.
But a judge usually must approve
the change for it to be enforceable.

continued on page 2

A

for at least one year due to their
disability.

To be eligible for these benefits,
you must have worked in jobs that

are covered by Social
Security. You must
also have worked for
the minimum amount
of time required by the
Social Security Admin-
istration and recently
enough before your
disability.

Another require-
ment for receiving benefits is that
you have a medical condition that
meets Social Security’s definition of

f you become disabled before
reaching retirement age, you
may be able to receive Social

Security disability benefits.  Here is
information to help
you determine if
you are eligible to
receive these
benefits — and
what to do if you
are wrongly denied
benefits or not
receiving the
maximum benefits.

Social Security disability benefits
are cash benefits paid by the Social
Security Administration to people
who are disabled and cannot work

I

continued on page 4
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A court can lower the amount of
child support you pay.  In most
states, your job loss must not be
your fault.

• The party paying support earns
more money.  Courts in some
states let children share in their
parents' good fortune.  Courts in
other states follow the rule that
an increase in the paying party's
income is not enough to raise the
amount of support.

• The party receiving support
earns significantly more money.
In this case, the party paying
support may be able to get his or
her payment obliga-
tion lowered.

• There has been a
change in custody or
the amount of time
the child spends with
each parent.

• The child’s needs
change. This could be
due to educational
expenses, extracur-
ricular activities or other reason.

All states allow a modification
in the amount of child support to
provide for the child's health
needs, including health insurance
and other expenses, without a
showing that there has been a
material change in circumstances.

People who want to modify
child support should get legal
help to do so. Seek the change
request as soon as possible, as
judges usually won't make the
new amount of child support
retroactive before the date the
change request was made.

Spousal Support

As with changes in child
support, losing a job, large
medical bills or other change in
financial circumstances may
prompt one party to request a
change in the amount of spousal

support. If both parties agree to
the change, it can usually be
made without going to court.
However, it’s advisable to get
court approval. This reduces the
chance of problems if someone
changes his or her mind later.

If one side won’t agree to the
change, the other can ask a court
to order it. Courts can make
changes if allowed by the terms of
the divorce. If justified, courts can
even order changes despite what
the original divorce said (these
changes are usually made only if
there's extreme hardship).

To get spousal support modi-
fied, one side usually
must show a signifi-
cant change in circum-
stances. For example,
the person making
payments may be able
to get them lowered if
he or she now earns a
lot less or the
recipient’s income is
much higher. For

support recipients, it’s often
harder to get higher payments just
because the paying ex-spouse
now earns more. The recipient
usually must show a significant
change in his or her own circum-
stances to justify an increase.

As with child support, courts
usually will not make a change in
the amount of spousal support
retroactive to before the change
request was made.  People who
want to change the amount of
their spousal support should
therefore seek legal promptly.

If you are interested in modify-
ing the amount of child or spousal
support, call us.  We can advise
you of your rights as well as
handle the change request.
Having a lawyer's help can greatly
increase the chances that your
request to modify the amount of
support will be approved.

No Recovery, No Fee:
How Accident Victims

Are Charged

Child and Spousal Support, continued from first page

any accident victims don’t
make a claim because they
think they can’t afford the

legal fees. It’s important to remem-
ber that most personal injury claims
are handled on a contingent fee
basis.  This means the legal fee is
paid out of the recovery.  If there’s
no recovery, there’s no legal fee.

Contingent legal fees are great
because they allow any accident
victim with a good case to get a
lawyer’s help.  Without contingent
fees, it would be hard for most
accident victims to make a claim,
especially with insurance companies
and their teams of lawyers and
adjusters on the other side, working
to lower accident payouts.

The “no fee if no recovery”
method helps accident victims by
making it easy for them to get a
lawyer’s help when making a claim
to an insurance company.  This
helps even the playing field and
results in higher settlements.  It also
shows the lawyer’s strong commit-
ment.  The lawyer gets paid only if
the client recovers money.

Thanks to contingent legal fees,
you can get the help of a qualified
lawyer after an accident, even if
your finances are limited.

M
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Thank You

For Your Referrals

Thank You

For Your Referrals
Our firm receives many new
clients as a result of referrals
from clients and other friends
of our firm.  We would like to
thank everyone who refers
friends and family to our firm.
We appreciate the trust and
confidence you show in us by
making these referrals.

We welcome and continue to
encourage referrals, and we
will strive to provide top qual-
ity legal service to everyone
you refer.

Aronberg & Kouser, P.A.

Watching out for dogs that
bite is good advice for pet
owners and animal lovers alike.
If a bite occurs, it's important to
know the law about responsibil-
ity for the injury, and damages.

Dog bites are common —
each year nearly five million
Americans are bitten by dogs,
with over half the victims being
children. Dog bites are one of
the top causes of emergency
room visits.

Liability For Dog Bites

The old saying that “every
dog gets one free bite” was once
a correct statement of the law.
Owners were liable for the acts
of a pet only if it was known to
be vicious. The old rule began
changing many years ago, at
least as to pet dogs.

Some states, including New

Jersey and Pennsylvania, passed
laws making owners responsible to
anyone bitten by their dog, whether
or not it was known to be vicious.
Today, most places hold dog
owners responsible for damages
caused when their dog bites some-
one. But even this simple rule has
exceptions. For example, a dog’s

owner may not be liable for injuries
the dog inflicts on a person who
ignores warnings that the dog is
vicious and may bite.

What To Do If A Dog Bites You

If a dog bites you, there are
several things to do to protect your
rights.  Get the owner's name,
address, phone number and insur-

ance company.  Also get the
names, addresses and phone
numbers of witnesses, and make
notes on the incident.

See a doctor, even if your
injuries seem minor.  A doctor
will help prevent minor injuries
from getting worse and tell you if
you need rabies shots.

You should call our law firm
to learn your rights. As noted
above, in most states dog owners
are liable for injuries their dog
causes unless the victim ignored
proper warnings.  In many cases,
the dog owner's insurance will
be your source of compensation.
Dog bite victims generally can be
compensated for many things,
including medical bills, lost
wages, pain and suffering, and
scarring. It's important to call us
promptly, as there are deadlines
to make claims.

Recovering Compensation If A Dog Bites You

In most states, dog owners
are liable when their dog
bites someone.

Auto & Product Recalls
Here is a partial list of recently

recalled autos and consumer prod-
ucts. For more auto recalls, call 1-
800-424-9393.  For more product
recalls, call 1-800-638-2772.

1. Toyota Camry (2009) and Venza
(2009-2011).  On certain vehicles the
shift lever or brake lights may not

work.  For more informa-
tion, call Toyota at
1-800-331-4331.

2.  General
Motors Buick
Regal (2012).
The parking
lamps may not
work properly.
For more
information,
call GM at 1-
800-521-7300.

SAFETY ALERTSAFETY ALERT

3.  Subaru Forester (2009-2012).
The rear center seat belt assemblies
may not permit proper installation
and attachment of a child restraint.
For more information, call Subaru at
1-800-782-2783.

4.  Honda CR-V (2006).  Loss of
steering can occur due to insuffi-
cient welding.  For more informa-
tion, call Honda at 1-800-999-1009.

5.  Bumbleride Indie & Indie Twin
Strollers (certain models).     The front
wheel can break, posing a hazard.
For more information, call
Bumbleride at 1-800-530-3930.

6.  Lenovo ThinkCentre M70z and
M90z computers. These can over-
heat and pose a fire hazard.  For
more information, call Lenovo at 1-
855-248-2194.
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IF AN
INJURY

OCCURS

IF AN
INJURY

OCCURS

No one expects to be in an

accident.  But if you are in one,

please call us to find out about

your rights.  We handle all

types of personal injury cases,

and we will fight to obtain the

maximum compensation for

your injuries and losses.

Thank you for letting us

serve your legal needs.

ARONBERG & KOUSER, P.A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
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Social Security Disability Benefits, continued
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disability. This means:
1) You have a physical or mental

condition that prevents you from
doing any substantial work; and

2) Your medical condition must
have lasted, or be expected to last, at
least one year, or be expected to
result in your death.

The Social Security Administration
decides if you are disabled.  It uses
many factors to make this decision.

If your claim is approved, you will
receive monthly cash benefits based
on your previous earnings. You can
get Social Security disability benefits
until age 65.  When you turn 65, your
disability benefits convert to retire-
ment benefits, but the amount
usually stays the same.

To obtain Social Security disabil-

ity benefits, you must apply for
them.  It can take several months to
start receiving benefits, so apply as
soon as you become disabled.

Appealing Denials of Benefits

If you are denied Social Security
disability benefits or think you are
not getting the proper benefits, you
have a right to a hearing before a
judge.  If you are not satisfied with
the judge's decision, a civil case can
be filed in federal court.

Social Security disability benefits
can be very important in providing
for the care of you and your family.
Our law firm can guide you through
the complicated process of obtaining
benefits, and help you through the
appeals process if your application
is denied.


